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June 29  3:30pm

Program: Microminerals of

Pennsylvania
By Jeff Guaber, Vice President

David Fryauff will discuss "Micre =
minerals of Pennsylvania"MNCA's
June monthly meeting will be on Monday June 29,
3:30:5:30pm in the large meeting room at Kings Park
Library, Burke. Watch the club's mailintist andor
websitefor information on any meetings in July and
August. Have a rocklled summer!

Mystery Micro Mineral of the Month

Clue Hexagonal crystal on matrix (pentahydr
borite?) Fuka Mine, Fuka, BitchuTakahashi City,
Okayama Prefecture, Japan

By Aloha Peter Chin, Honolulu, Hawahnswer p2.
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Kings Park Library, Burke

President’s Message:
by David Fryauff PhD

Good afternoon, dear friends of P

minerals and microscopyBetsy “ lg

Martin was an outstandingublic |

School teacher, part owner of the

Morefield pegmatite mine inSouthern Virginia, a
serious collector of minerals and a perfectionist
micromounter. | met her briefly at one of the
Baltimore MineralSociety Micromounter Sympo
siums but she passed away before | ever had the

chance to really know her or to see the collection she
left behind.

For the past 6 months | have been serving as the
"custodian" for Betsy Martin's collection of
beautifullymounted, choice micromounts that she had
made over the years, and which at some point was
given to usthe MNCA. Our own John Sanborn did
great work arrangingthe collection in alphabetical
order in a beautiful, secure, plexiglass fronted 22" x
33" x 3" travelfriendly, lockable display case. We
used this display collection as part of our MNCA
demonstration at the November 2025 Northern VA
Mineral Clubshow,but | never took a close look at any
one specimen. | set about putting thprotectivelids
back on each micromountn doingthis, Ifinally got

a chance to come fate-face with this beautiful
collection. For those of you who may be interested, let
me tell you a little bit about this collection because |
have now examined virtually every specimen.

Continued next page.
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President’s Message continued Based on this selection, | think there must be more but

Judging from the numbers, Betsy had a special love for Maybe Betsy's collection was dispersed to other
quartz (18 mounts!), Siderite (10) but sadly no siderite locations. Not to worry, | see a number of

from "our MD Frostburgs i t Rlenty of Pyromor excellentcandidates fo_r pho'gography in this collection

phite (10), Anatase (9), Titanite (8), and Hematite (8). that l/we have at our fingertips.

| am keenly interesteth seeingthose titanites she
mounted because this has recently become myj
"project” for the month. '

Each of Betsy's micromounts was housed in an
identical, clear plastic "Sauktown type" lidded micro
box with black paper inserts and whitefold labels
that were computer printed in size 8 font labels all in
Arial font that gave the name, locality, argsaciated
minerals, heinitials (BSM), her partners ((RJB), and
often those of the person she acquired the mineral
from. The individual minerals had each been carefully
fixed with permanent glue to tiny corks that in turn
were permanently glued to theside base of each box
(22 mm wide x 22mm x 20 mm deep)Some
specimens took up virtually the entire interior space,
while other tiny specimens were mounted on a
pinpoint. They were holding up quiterell, but a few
were loose and had to be repaired.

I had never heard of Calzirtite from the Jacupiranga :
Mine in Sao Paulo, Brazil but learned that the name . i el K

comes from CAlcium+ Zlrcon,+ Tltanium. She had Fluorite & calcite (FOV =5 mm) fronBurkholder
5 Chalcocitega personal favorite of mine), 2 from the Quarry, Martindale, LancasteCounty, Pennsylvania
famous Flambeau Mine in Rusk, Wisconsin (near Betsy martimmicromineral. Photdy David Fryauff
where | lived). | was not familiar with Cosalite

(Pb2Bi2S5) a soft silvery mineral from British  Mystery Micro Mineral Answer

Columbia. | think that her Maucherite from the Old  py AlohaPeter Chin, Honolulu, Hawaii

Nickel Mine at Lake Orford, Quebec was actually & Answer Chiyokoite, hexagonal crystal on matrix

specimen of tarnished Millerite, yellow Diopside, (pentahydroborite?)Fuka Mine, Fuka, Bitchu, Taka
black Chromite, and emerald, green Chrome hashi City, Okayama Prefecture, Japan
Grossular. She had a specimdabelled Freibergite

from Lemhi, Idaho, but Mindat lists Freibergite as a . . .
subgroup, and lists 963 different mines, prospects, or Previous Meeting Minutes 5.19.2026

deposits it could have come from in Lemhi Co. Idaho. By Anonymous Stanéh for Dave Hennessey

Betsy also has a specimen of Phosgenite that formedVice President Jeff Guerber called th ;%?!'l
inside of lead slag under seawater conditions at meeting to order at 4:00 PM. Othe| - ,,1!
Lavrion, in Attica, Greece for probably 2000 members present were Bob Cooke, Jf S oL
years. She also has a specimen labelled as Zincite thatson Krusling, Dave MacLean and Joh
was also formed under relatively recent amaade  Sanborn. Jeff recognized past presidefE 4
condtions in the smelter at Poland. She could more Dave MacLean for his servicelhe [l :
easily have acquired true, natural specimens ofonly i tem on the Treasurer’
phosgenite (AZ) and zincite (NJ) for this classic receipt of 2026 dues for one person.

collection.
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Previous Meeting Minutes continued Dues are Due. Despite the uncertainties associated
with MNCA’'s transition to a

are still requested to pay their 2026 dues of $15 for

Members discussed options for MNCA to sponsor a
b P individuals or $B for families. Send your check to

page for $140 on the MinDat.org website. The page for : . i L .
Sugar Grove Basalt in Pendleton County, West Vir- BOP Cooke 7407 Silver Pine Drive, Springfield, Vir-
ginia was the preferred location. Further action was de- 9iNia 22153. Alternatively, fees may be submitted in
ferred to the June meeting when more members mightP€rson at an MNCA meeting. Thank you.

be presentThe next meeting will be at Kings Park on . _
June 29th at 3:30 PM. Editor’s Note: There will be no newsletteor July

and AugustSincerely, Kathy

Meeting adjourned at 4:20 PM. John Sanborn then
g ave a p r es e n t a t | on on “ ::::2.5‘;;::/;%:;;;92?:;;\;;!2125?;5ofsugaerve.Westvlrglnla.Racks&Ml‘nemls,EB(B)153-167 K an
sas to Virginia.” ———

RN search |

Sugar Grove Basalt, Pendleton County, West Virginia, USA

This page is currently not sponsored. Click here to sponsor this page.

Photos ~ Maps  Search

Kearns,Lance E(1993)The Minerals of Sugar
Grove, West Virginia. Rocks & Mineralg8 (3) 158
167 Mindatorgscreenshot

. 2 PhotoBelonWher eds our retired g
g - e I, Tom Tuckef? Sugar Grove Basalt, Pendleton

County, West Virginia, USA

Mindat.org screenshat by Kathy Hrechka

Mindat1 Sugar GroveBasalt West Virginia This
pageis currently not sponsored.
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Previous Program Reviewed 5.19.2026
By John Sanborn, presenter

Minerals and Mountains — Kansas to
Virginia: A 14-day geological and
mineralogical road tri®ctober2025 |4

There are many mountains, minera
and museums between Kansas :
Virginia. This is a presentation regarding some of
thoseplaces Webegan the trip in Alexandria, Virginia
near Washington DC driving to Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania. We vigtl the Carnegie Mellon
museum oiminerals.

Carnegie MuseumPittsburg, Pennsylvania

Next, we visied the Ohio State OrtoMuseum of
Minerals

Mineral Mite June 2026

Continuing West, we stoped in lllinois at the
confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi rivers
where the Lewis and Clark expedition began, (or
continued). The museum there dha display of
minerals that were collected by the Lewis and Clark
expedition at the instruction of President Jefferson.

= :
: &mnftﬁc o@lscoverzes

President Jefferson has requested the Corps of Discovery to carefully observe, gather and record plant
and animel specimens, keep weather records, take soil samples and examine fossils and minerals.

We have seen many interesting rocks and minerals while traveling
on the Missouri River. They are beautiful! Use Captain Lewis’

magnifying glass to view the rocks and minerals more closely.

Lewis and Clark Expedition center, lllinamear .
Louis Mssouri

In Kansas City we visitd the University of Missouri
Kansas City (UMKC)museum of minerals.

Mineral gallery, University of Missouri Ksas City

(UMKC)
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Minerals and Mountains continued

Canlenan

PbS 3

Iri-State (MC )—KS—(‘)K? Zinc-
I.ead Mining District

UMKC ‘

Galea Tri-State Mining Ditrict - Mineral gallery,
University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC)

Galena
Iri-State (M()-KS-OK) Zinc-
Lead Mining District

UMIKC

Galeng Tri-State Mining District- Mineral gallery,
University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC)

Mineral Mite June 2026

ematite, Tri-State Mining Distric Mineral gallery,
University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC)

Native antimony Sh Tri-State Mining District -
Mineral gallery, University of Missouri Kansas City
(UMKC)

Brecciated Hornfels
Microlite Mine, Silver City, KS

UMKC

Brecciated ornels, Microlite Mine, Silver City,
KansagUMKC)

NextwasDouglas County, Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas,

and Baldwin City, Kansas, my homeland, (rough
elevationtherei s 900"’ ) Miee geology e s t i
and the 40doot contour changes. The highest point in
Kansas is Mount Sunfl ower

|l owest point is roughly 600

Pageb
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Minerals and Mountains continued

In this area we viséid the Tri-stateMining District of T e
Kansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri. GaleKansas, s S
and the Joplin- CarthageMissouri area led the world | == Pon T
production of lead and zinc for many years. One |-
highlight of this area was exploring the Big Brutus |5
dragline mining shovel museum. This dragline was '
used to strip overburden to access coal that was use
for steam power as wedls smelting the lead and zinc.
MNCA member Michael Pabst previously worked for
the BucyrusErie company that produced thige of
dragline.

KieZ

S

o :

Coalthat was used for steam power as well as smelting
the lead and zindviusesum display

A visit to the Grand Falls in Missouri displayed some
of the geological makeup of the bedrock. We saw lots
of Mozarkite, the state rock of Missouri. It is also
known asflint and chert. Various examples of
Mozarkite and other minerals were found in the lake
of the Ozarks area.

Big Brutus dragline mining shovel Galena, Kansas -
Joplin, Missouri Driving through the Ozarks.

Mineral Mite June 2026 Page6
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Minerals and Mountains continued

Cnert

Chert,Mineral gallery, University of Missouri Kansas
City (UMKC)

MOZARKITE

i ive
\ozarkite, designated state rock in 1967, is an attract
(1) Iis characterized by various mottied shades of red
inteayed with white and gray.

i in the Missouri Ozarks, for which itis n:
ozarte s found most n m issour Czarks fo 55

3 to
dayc:i?:mrsmnlaﬂﬂonilmamam]welrym

is believed to have formed from the tests *shells” of micros:
 animals . The shells, consisting of silicon dioxide (SiO;
’ e er pressure through the enclosing se
rated at favorable locations. The concentrations «

o nodules and lenses of chert. Small amounts of imp

anese oxides, give the variety of chert know as Mo

hert

Mozarkite, Missouri Ozarks Mineral gallery,
University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC)
Designated tate rock in 1967a banded variety of
chert(flint).

Continued next page
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Minerals and Mountains continued

'

nsMissouri

Ozark Mouhai

We continued through Arkansas, Tennessee, and
North Carolina visiting the Emerald Village museum

before returning home across the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia.

T e T e
> = 1 ——

> » ¥ A L B5 T .

Granite Quarry atMount Airy, North Carolina

Mineral Mite June 2026 Page8
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Minerals and Mountains continued

John Sanbormat Emeral iIIa, North Carolina

Rock formation aEmerald VillageLl.ittle Switzerland Photos by John Sanborn

North Carolina

The End until our next geology journey.

Mineral Mite June 2026 Paged
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Euchroite is orthorhombic 22 — Disphenoidal. This
form might be hard to visualize, because it contains no
mirror planes, and threef@ld axes of symmetry. So
below are some drawings. Of course, many crystals in
real life do not obviously display thisw symmetry
was named in 1823 by Augus and might appear more symmetrical. | could not find a
Breithaupt from e diawing of Eychyqitgitself, but | found drawings for
for "beautiful color.” Euchroite was first found near the three related minerals with the same crystal form.

mining village of Lubietova in central Sl ovakia in
Carpathian Mountains. LU u@rihhombicgZ2forns one of the most
important historical deposits of copper in Europe.

Euchroite
By Michael PabsPhD

Euchroite is a green copper arsenaj§
Cu(AsOs)(OH)-3H0. Euchroite

Copper was mined there from the Bronze=Alglining E

ended in 1863. Lubi etovéa A n, so
Lubietovéa is the type 1| o oi te
Libethenite, which is a copper phosphate

Cw(PQ) ( OH) . Lsuwalsa tleettypevigeality for ‘n

Mrazekite, a  bismuth  copper phosphate

Bi.Cus(PQr)2.02(OH),-H,0. Euchroite has Mohs
hardness 3'4. Euchroite is metastable compared to

related copper arsenates. For example, Euchroite may| -b b
be pseudomorphed by Olivenite LAsO4)(OH). ~
There are |l inks to photo ubi eto

at the end of this article.

-C

Austinite CaZn(AsQ)(OH)

. : : v
Oubietovsg8, a former copp

vaki a.

My collection contains two specimens of Euchroite,
both are from theCopper Cliff Mine (aka Cramer
Creek), Missoula County, Montana. Specin#®&0, a
hand size rock forming a nest for small Euchroite
crystals, and a smaller specimen #365, with micro
crystals of EuchroiteThis mine has been out of
production since 1955. The area has been reclaimed by
the BLM, the EPA and the Nature Conservancy. —z
Reference with photos:
https://deq.mt.gov/files//Water/WQPB/Nonpoint/Suc

essStorys/mt_cramer_creek 1888 508.pdf ConichalciteCaCu(AsQ)(OH)
Continued next page
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Euchroite continued Zooming into the “nest?”

. i a8 : i
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek),
Missoula County, Montana. FOV 3¥m. Specimen
-c (#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using macro lens,
stacking 47 images.

TangeiteCaCuVQ(OH)

. .. Zooming in on small groups of crystals:
Try to observe these crystal forms in my Euchroite g group Y

samples below. We will start with an overall photo of Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek)
my larger specimen containing a nest of crystals and Missoula .County Montana. FOV r8m. Specimen ’

then zoom in on the crystals. (#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo
microscope, stacking 17 images.

AN 50 8
Mine (Cramer Creek),

Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), i
Missoula County, Montana. FOV 90 mm. Euchroite. Cop

Specimen (#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using Missoula County, Montana. FOV Bm. Specimen
macro lens, stacking 13 images. (#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo

L off ]

per Cliff

microscope, stacking 17 images.

Mineral Mite June 2026 Pagell
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Euchroite continued

. . ¥ WIS N
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek),
Missoula County, Montana. FOV mm. Specimen P
#(80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo gychroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek),
microscope, stacking 16 images. Missoula County, Montana. FOV r@m. Specimen

_ ) _ (#365) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo
Moving to my other specimen &uchroite(365), but microscope, stacking 24 images.

from the same Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek)

locality, we see smaller, more blatilee crystals. For better photographs of Euchroitehadve selected
some aesthetic photos from Mindat.org:

From Montana, photographed byMichael Kline:
https://www.mindat.org/phot895802.html

From Austria, photographed byAlois Lechner:
https://www.mindat.org/phot®43605.html

From Slovakia, photographedby Bohuslav Bures:
https://www.mindat.org/phot842132.html

From Slovakia, photographed by Elmar Lackner:
https://www.mindat.org/phot642354.html

- From Slovakia, photographed by Gianfranco
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), Ciccolini:

Missoula County, Montana. FOV mim. Specimen  https://www.mindat.org/phot685652.html

(#365) and photo by Michael Pabst, using Mitutoyo

lens and photo rail, stacking 30 images. | am considering Tyrolite, another beautiful copper
arsenate, for the next issue in the Fall.

Mineral Mite June 2026 Pagel?2
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Aurora Borealis 32,000° MSP | pressed my Samsung 23 cell phone up against my
By Kathy HrechkaEditor & Webmaster window and begaiaking photos. To my amazement,
my cell phone picked up hues of purple with dancing
Aurora borealis, commonly known as the Northern yellow and glowing green dynamic lights in the sky.
Lights, are a spectacular natural light display caused My eyes did not detect purple. | learned tbameras
by charged particles from the Sun interacting with have sensors that can detect a much wider range of
Earth's magnetic field and atmosphere. The NOAA wavelengths than the human eye, including the faint
Space Weather Prediction Center reported that thepurple. The purple hues in the northern lights come
Northern Lights would be visible in the Northern from nitrogen molecules in the atmosphbeeng

hemisphere on May 156. excited by charged particles from the sun at very low
altitudes.l hope you enjoy my photosf the Aurora
On May 15,1 had aneveningflight from Charlotteto borealis from mylate-nightflight into Minneapolis

Minneapolis Prior to departuréasked ourcaptain to
alert us if we would be able to view the aurora borealis
at altitude. At 10:30pm (45 minutes before landing) |
was awakened by the flight attendant. She gave me
message from the captain, that the aurora borealis wa:
occurring. At 32,000 feet, the skyaw clear with
brightly lit stars. We were flying in a western direction,
so my window view faced the Northern sky. | was
grateful the flight attendant woke me up, for my view
through the window was stunning.

I was mesmerized by glowing yellow and green auras
spanning for miles across the horizaoelow.
Ascending rays of whitegreenand yellow vertical
lights were dancing against the black sky. Then our
captain announced to us that we could geta niceviewAur or a B o r al@ddéwih sBagkling afs.6
from the right side of the aircraft, so passengers were
shifting seats for an entertaining view.

Aur or a Bor aliddéewith sBagkling f9abs.6
Photos by KathyHrechka retired flight attendant&
frequentflyer.

Aurora Borealis3 2 , Ql@it@déwith sparkling stars.
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Colonel (Ret.) Quintin Wight, CD, MA

Named Recipient of the Pinch Medal
Adaptedfrom The ConglomeraidNewsletter of the
Baltimore Mineral Societilay 2026, Editor Mike
SeedsMindat & Amazon edits by Bthy Hrechka

The Mineralogical Association o
Canada (MAC) is pleased tq
announce that Quintin Wight ha|
been named the recipient of t
prestigious Pinch Medalfor
2026, recognizing his outstandin
and sustained contributions to t
advancement and appreciation
mineralogy.

dedi

Wi ght ' s l'ifelong
research, and education has made him one of the mo
respected figures in the international micromineral
community. His 3%ear career in the Royal Canadian
Air Force took him to numerous locations arothe
world, providing opportunities to explore mineral
localities and build what would become an extensive
and highly regarded collection.

Wight began writing about minerals in 1966 and has

since authored more than 200 articles and reviews on
mineratrelated subjects. His work has helped broaden

interest in micromineralstiny mineral specimens
best studied under magnificatierand has contriied
significantly to the documentation and understanding
of these specimens.

Quintinite sponsored by The New York Mineralogical
Club, Mindat.org Screenshot by Kathy Hrechka

cat |l O.
S

In 1973, Wight began working in mineral
photomicrography, a specialized technique used to
photograph microscopic mineral specimens. Through
this work, he has helped reveal the remarkable beauty
and scientific importance of minerals that are invisible
to the naked eye. Over the years, he has delivered more
than 205 presentations to mineralogical groups and
conferences across North America and internationally,
including in England, Belgium, Italy, Switzerland,
Tanzania, and New Zealand.

Wi ght ' s influence i n t he
recognized. In 1990 he was inducted into the
Mi cromounters’ Hall of Fame

the organization on behalf of the Baltimore Mineral
Society. From 2000 until the conclusion of the
Rocher?ter I}/Iiaralo%cfal r§yem oasipm in0201 ,Ihe aés |
9rganlzed and’led an anhua gathering o?specialists in
microscopic minerals, bringing together experts and

enthusiasts to share knowledge and research.

ng

In 1993, Wight authoredThe Complete Book of
Micromounting a landmark reference work that
remains one of the most comprehensive guides to
collecting, preparing, and studying micromineral
specimens. In recognition of his contributions to
mineralogy, the minerajuintinite was named in his
honorin 1992.

The Pinch Medal, awarded by the Mineralogical
Association of Canaddnonorsindividuals who have
made exceptional contributions to mineralogy through
collecting, research, and the promotion of mineral
science. Wi ght ' s decades
and advocacy have had a lasting impact on the
mineralogical community worldwlie.

of

Exact matching result shown. To search for other matches click here

Quintinite

A valid IMA mineral species

Quintinite-3T Quintinite

Poudrette quarry, Mont Saint-Hilaire, La Vallée-du-Richelieu
RCM, Montérégie, Québec, Canada

Jacupiranga mine, Cajati, S3o Paulo, Brazil

This page kindly sponsored in honor of Quintin Wight by the New York Mineralogical Club

Quintinite-.

Kovdor Zheleznyi Mine, Kovdor Massif, Kovdorsky District,
Murmansk Oblast, Russia

Mineral Mite June 2026
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Chapters cover the history of micromineral studies and

THE C B collecting from the 17th century to the present; trading
MICROMOUNTING and field collecting methods; specimen preparation,

= identification, mounting and conservation techniques;

" microscopes; micromineral photographymicro-
mounting symposia worl dwi de
Hall of Fame; and a wide range of tools and equipment
useful to the micromounter. Also included is a color
album of 165 beautiful micromineral photographs
taken by some of t hekiledor | d’
specialists. These portraits amply demonstrate the
uni que allure of Nature’s t

This book was in preparation for over 20 years by the

The Complete Book of Micromounting by Quintin leaders in the field. Work on it was begun by Neal
Wight: “The beauty of the mineral kingdom is most Yedlin (19081977) aroundl972 andwas continued
exquisitely demonstrated in the smallest specimens,by Paul Desautels (19209 9 1) foll owing
those requiring optical magnification to be best deat h. Af ter Desautel s’ de

appreciated. Collecting these microcrystals and finally brought to completion by the current author,
mounting them for easy handling and storage is aand the album of micromineral photography was
fascinating andatisfying hobby combining the keen assembled for it by the Mineralogical RetoWe can
observational powers of the scientist, with the fineeyet r ul y say t hat figldtandwikmosth e *“ b
and delicate craftsmanship of the artist. likely never be surpasséd.

In this book Quintin Wight, a widely known and Amazon.com whei@uin t i bodkis sold.
respected micromounter, author, lecturer, and member

of the Micromounter’' s Hal/l of Fame, brings togethe
the many diverse facets of mineral collecting at the AboutQuintinite Mindat.org
microscopic level. Screenshoby Kathy Hrechka

| About Quintinite

Formula: Mg,Al;(OH);,5(CO3) - 3H,0

Colour: Yellow to colorless, orange-brown

Lustre: Vitreous

Hardness: 2

Specific Gravity: 2.14

Crystal System: Hexagonal

Member of: Quintinite Group > Hydrotalcite Supergroup

Name: Named in 1997 by George Y. Chao and Robert A. Gault in honour of Quintin Wight (23 April 1935,

Quintin Wight

Canada -), of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, significant contributor to mineral studies at Mont Saint-Hilaire,
and author of "The Complete Book of Micromounting" (1993).

Co-Type Localities: () Jacupiranga mine, Cajati, So Paulo, Brazil
(D) Poudrette quarry (De-Mix quarry; Demix quarry; Uni-Mix quarry; Carriére Mont Saint-Hilaire; MSH),
Mont Saint-Hilaire, La Vallée-du-Richelieu RCM, Montérégie, Québec, Canada

Found as both 2H and 3T polytypes. Compare UM1987-05-OH:AICMg and UM1996-25-OH:AICMg.

Both polytypes were originally approved as separate species (IMA 1992-028 and IMA 1992-029, respectively), but polytypes are not considered as separate
species anymore since 1998.
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Australian Micromount Club on Zoho

Micromount Club Zoho Host: Steve
Sorrell resides in Melbourne, Australid
and hostsvarious geology persons o
interest at his micromount meeting®
each month ofnew)Zoho.

UPDATE from Stevel have moved off the Zoom
platform and on to Zoho. The new platform is similar
to, but I think, simpler than Zoom. Attendees do not
have to create a Zoho account, nor download software

if they don’t want t o,

browser. Althogh | personally think that their (Win-
dows) app is really good. There is also an iOS and an

Android appavailableYou can si gn

programs, while enjoying friendly faces within our ge-

ology community around the globe.

https://crocoite.com/thenicromountclub-zoom
sessions/

UPDATED: Micromount Club Zoho Sessions

Crocoite.com

Steve:31Pendleton <31pendleton@gmail.com>

Note:EST2pm on Tuesdagcheck time)Micromount
Club Meeting 202&Jun. Wednesday 17th June at

6am.Tentative. “Uranium Minerals in the North-
ern Territory” presented by Peter Hall.

Micromount Club Meeting 2026ul. Wednesday
15th July at 6am. Topic to be advised.

Micromount Club Meeting 2028.ug. Wednesday
19th August at 6am. Topic to be advised.

Micromount Club Meeting 2026ep. Wednesday
16th September at 6am. Topic to be advised.

Save the Date

Desautels Micromount

Symposium

The Baltimore Mineral Society
is pleased to announce the

70t

any

Paul Desautels Memorial
Micromount Symposium
October 9-11, 2026

At
Natural History Society of Maryland
6908 Belair Road, Baltimore, MD 21206

Micromounters Hall of Fame Induction
Mineral Talks, Silent and Voice Auctions
Sales, Giveaway Tables, Trading

Details to be Announced: Mseeds@fandm.edu

Notice by Mike Seeds, DMS Chair:
The date has changed to Oct 9-11, 2026

Definition of Micromineralogy
Microsoft Copilot search:

Micromineralogy is the branch of mineralogy that
studies thehysical and chemical properties of min-
erals on a microscopic scale, typically using a micro-
scope to examine their optical, chemical, or structural
characteristicRedKiwi+1.

Core Meaning

No Micromount Club Meeting in October. T Etymology: Frommicro- (small) +mineral-
ogy (the study of minerald)Viktionary+1.
Micromount Club Meeting 20268lov. Wednesday T Scope: Focuses on analyzing minerals at a
18th November at 6arentative. “Tolbachik” pre- very small scale, often in thin sections of
sented by Inna Lykova. rocks, to understand their composition, struc-
ture, and relationship&/ordnik
Micromount Club Meeting 202bec. Wednesday q Purpose: To reveal details about mineral for-
16th December at 6am. Topic to be advised. mation, alteration, and the geological history
of rocksRedKiwi.
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https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoom-sessions/
https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoom-sessions/
https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoho-sessions/
https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoho-sessions/
https://redkiwiapp.com/en/english-guide/words/micromineralogy
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/micromineralogy
https://www.wordnik.com/words/micromineralogy
https://redkiwiapp.com/en/english-guide/words/micromineralogy

Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area, Inc.

Eastern Federation of
Mineralogical and Lapidary
Societies

American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies

(AFMS)

www.amfed.org (EFMLS)

https://efmls.org

Please read the AFMS bulletin attached in

original monthly email to MNCA members. Communication and Involvement

Are the Keys to Our Success!

2026 Purpose of the AFMS: To promote popular

interest and education in the various Earth Sciences,Please read the EFMLS bulletin attached in
and in particular the subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, original monthly email to MNCA members.
Paleontology,Lapidary,and related subjects, and to

sponsor and provide ways to coordinate the work and June 2026 Geology Club Meetings
efforts of all interested persons and groups; to sponsor

and encourage the formation and international 1: Northern Virginia Mineral Club - NVMC

development of Societies and Regional Federationss:30pm Dunn Loring VFI2148GallowsRd. Dunn
and thereby to strivieward greater international good Loring, VA, 22027

will and fellowship www.novamineralclub.org

3: Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia

@)}G MSDC Meeting7:30pmon Zoom
ROCI‘*»M@ el I I www.mineralogicalsocietyofdc.org

Celebrating over 50 years! 8: The Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of

The Rock & Gem magazine is recognized as the Mont_gom.ery County, Maryland — GLMSMC
official magazine of the AFMS. Meeting7:30 pm www.glmsmc.com

Free archived downloads

17: Baltimore Mineral Society BMS meeting

Rock & Gem Magazine Archive : Free www.baltimoremineralsociety.org
Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet ) ) )
Archive 26: The Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of

Washington, DC — GLMS-DC meeting 7 p.m.
Chevy Chase Community Center, 5601 Connecticut
Ave; Washington, DCwww.glmsdc.org

29: Micromineralogists of the National Capital
Area, Inc. MNCA. 3:305:30pm Kings Park Library,

Rock&Gem

Meet 1 A
Road Trip \ < ' B ? Burke VA

Crystal Park, MT

www.dcmicrominerals.org

h | bl R Baltimore Micromount Symposium
‘¢ .. ¥ o i

Cilizens The Curious Lore of 94

Filling e 2R R George i, &

Fossil Gaps — | Frederick Kunz October 9-11, 2026

- Bt 70™ Annual Paul Desautels Memorial Micro-
n— — mount Symposium at the Natural History So-

ciety of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland
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https://www.americangeosciences.org/aboutAmerican%20Federation%20of%20M
https://www.americangeosciences.org/aboutAmerican%20Federation%20of%20M
http://www.amfed.org/
https://archive.org/details/rock-gem/2003%20-%2009
https://archive.org/details/rock-gem/2003%20-%2009
https://archive.org/details/rock-gem/2003%20-%2009
https://efmls.org/
http://www.novamineralclub.org/
http://www.mineralogicalsocietyofdc.org/
http://www.glmsmc.com/
http://www.baltimoremineralsociety.org/
http://www.glmsdc.org/
http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/

Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area, Inc.

Geology in the News:

11,000 Carats Ruby, discovered in the
Mogok Gem Tract Mandalay Region,
Myanmar May 8, 2026, Local News

Embrace the Future: Unfolding a New Chapter with a Fresh Vision

A NEW LIGHT : MYANMAR

Vol. XIIl, No. 19, 8" Waning of Kason 1388 ME wwgnim.com mm Friday, 8 May 2026

Antique Giant Ruby Unearthed in
Mogok Gem Tract

In Myanmar, several rare and precious giant rubies have been discovered over the years,
including the 99.25-gramme SLORC ruby found in 1990, a massive 4,290-gramme ruby
unearthed in 1996, and the 557.85-gramme NaSaKa ruby discovered in 2022; although
the 1996 ruby remains the largest by weight, the recently discovered ruby is regarded as
more valuable due to its superior colour, clarity, and overall quality.

v Win Oo, Uni

SEEPAGE3

ha Hluttaw U Aung RS
land of Mogok in Mandalay Region, during the post- ~ Lin Dwe, Commander-in Chief of Defence Services A closeup view of the recently unearthed ruby.

Antique Giant Ruby Unearthed in Mogok Gem Tract

8 May 26 gnim.pdhttps://share.google/YMIi-
HohxoNo1n8r8b

www. gnim.com.mm

Submission by Kathy Hrechka

Mineral Mite June 2026

Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area
www.dcmicrominerals.org

We are meeting atings Park Library in BurkeyA
3-5:30om (forth Mondayto Wednesday

MNCA Purpose: To promote, educate amthcour-
age interest in geology, mineralogy, and related sci-
ences.

Presdent Dawvd Fryauff

Vice Pretdent Jeff Guerber
SecretaryDavid Hennessey
TreasurerRobertCooke
EditorHistorian: Kathy Hrechka
Website:Kathy Hrechka

AMC Conferenceopen

The society is a member of:

* Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and
LapidarySocietie EFMLS) www.efmlsorg
*American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
(AFMS) www.amfed.orggffiliation

Dues 2026: MNCA Membership

$15 (single) or $20f@mily)

Mail to: Robert Cooke, Treasurer

7407 Silver Pine DriveSpringfield, VA 22153

Editor's Note: By Kathy Hrechka
Send your articles anghotos to your editor.
Club Article Deadline is the 1st of each month.
The Mineral Mite will be emailed by the 5th.
No newsletter July/August

Inducted into Editor’s Hall of Fame — 2018
EFMLS Trophy 2021 Small bulletins

Newsletter inputs:

* David Fryauff
* Jeff Guerber

* Michael Pabst
* Kathy Hrechla
* Peter Chin

* Robert Cooke
* Mike Seeds

* John Sanborn
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshare.google%2FYMliHohxoNo1n8r8b&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8f76b456f9c24886638b08deb13d04af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639143072781517367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bEGLFsNQ0X0jdKFynykv8yr6bZP5s9Gn3VGy6YyJxaY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshare.google%2FYMliHohxoNo1n8r8b&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8f76b456f9c24886638b08deb13d04af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639143072781517367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bEGLFsNQ0X0jdKFynykv8yr6bZP5s9Gn3VGy6YyJxaY%3D&reserved=0
http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/

