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Program: Microminerals of 

Pennsylvania 
By Jeff Guerber, Vice President 
 

David Fryauff will discuss "Micro-

minerals of Pennsylvania". MNCA's 

June monthly meeting will be on Monday June 29, 
3:30-5:30pm in the large meeting room at Kings Park 

Library, Burke.  Watch the club's mailing list and/or 

website for information on any meetings in July and 
August.  Have a rock-filled summer! 

  

Mystery Micro Mineral of the Month 

 

 
Clue: Hexagonal crystal on matrix (pentahydro-

borite?) Fuka Mine, Fuka, Bitchu, Takahashi City, 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan 

By Aloha Peter Chin, Honolulu, Hawaii. Answer p 2. 

 

President’s Message:  
by David Fryauff, PhD 

 

Good afternoon, dear friends of 
minerals and microscopy. Betsy 

Martin was an outstanding Public-

School teacher, part owner of the 
Morefield pegmatite mine in Southern Virginia, a 

serious collector of minerals and a perfectionist 

micromounter.  I met her briefly at one of the 

Baltimore Mineral Society Micromounter Sympo-
siums, but she passed away before I ever had the 

chance to really know her or to see the collection she 

left behind.  
 

For the past 6 months I have been serving as the 

"custodian" for Betsy Martin's collection of 

beautifully mounted, choice micromounts that she had 
made over the years, and which at some point was 

given to us--the MNCA. Our own John Sanborn did 

great work arranging the collection in alphabetical 
order in a beautiful, secure, plexiglass fronted 22" x 

33" x 3" travel-friendly, lockable display case. We 

used this display collection as part of our MNCA 
demonstration at the November 2025 Northern VA 

Mineral Club show, but I never took a close look at any 

one specimen.    I set about putting the protective lids 

back on each micromount.  In doing this, I finally got 
a chance to come face-to-face with this beautiful 

collection. For those of you who may be interested, let 

me tell you a little bit about this collection because I 
have now examined virtually every specimen.   

 

                                                    Continued next page. 
 

 

http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/
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President’s Message continued 
Judging from the numbers, Betsy had a special love for 
quartz (18 mounts!), Siderite (10) but sadly no siderite 

from "our MD Frostburg site”.  Plenty of Pyromor-

phite (10), Anatase (9), Titanite (8), and Hematite (8). 

I am keenly interested in seeing those titanites she 
mounted because this has recently become my 

"project" for the month.   

 
Each of Betsy's micromounts was housed in an 

identical, clear plastic "Sauktown type" lidded micro 

box with black paper inserts and white tri-fold labels 

that were computer printed in size 8 font labels all in 
Arial font that gave the name, locality, any associated 

minerals, her initials (BSM), her partners ((RJB), and 

often those of the person she acquired the mineral 
from.  The individual minerals had each been carefully 

fixed with permanent glue to tiny corks that in turn 

were permanently glued to the inside base of each box 
(22 mm wide x 22mm x 20 mm deep).  Some 

specimens took up virtually the entire interior space, 

while other tiny specimens were mounted on a 

pinpoint.  They were holding up quite well, but a few 
were loose and had to be repaired.  

 

I had never heard of Calzirtite from the Jacupiranga 
Mine in Sao Paulo, Brazil but learned that the name 

comes from CAlcium + ZIrcon, + TItanium.  She had 

5 Chalcocites (a personal favorite of mine), 2 from the 
famous Flambeau Mine in Rusk, Wisconsin (near 

where I lived).  I was not familiar with Cosalite 

(Pb2Bi2S5) a soft silvery mineral from British 

Columbia.  I think that her Maucherite from the Old 
Nickel Mine at Lake Orford, Quebec was actually a 

specimen of tarnished Millerite, yellow Diopside, 

black Chromite, and emerald, green Chrome 
Grossular.  She had a specimen labelled Freibergite 

from Lemhi, Idaho, but Mindat lists Freibergite as a 

subgroup, and lists 963 different mines, prospects, or 

deposits it could have come from in Lemhi Co. Idaho.  
 

Betsy also has a specimen of Phosgenite that formed 

inside of lead slag under seawater conditions at 
Lavrion, in Attica, Greece for probably 2000 

years.  She also has a specimen labelled as Zincite that 

was also formed under relatively recent man-made 
conditions in the smelter at Poland. She could more 

easily have acquired true, natural specimens of 

phosgenite (AZ) and zincite (NJ) for this classic 

collection. 

Based on this selection, I think there must be more but 
maybe Betsy's collection was dispersed to other 

locations. Not to worry, I see a number of 

excellent candidates for photography in this collection 

that I/we have at our fingertips.   
 

 
Fluorite & calcite (FOV = 5 mm) from Burkholder 
Quarry, Martindale, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 

Betsy martin micromineral. Photo by David Fryauff 

 

Mystery Micro Mineral Answer 

by Aloha Peter Chin, Honolulu, Hawaii 
Answer: Chiyokoite, hexagonal crystal on matrix 

(pentahydroborite?)  Fuka Mine, Fuka, Bitchu, Taka-

hashi City, Okayama Prefecture, Japan 

 

Previous Meeting Minutes 5.19.2026   
By Anonymous Stand-in for Dave Hennessey 

Vice President Jeff Guerber called the 
meeting to order at 4:00 PM. Other 

members present were Bob Cooke, Ja-

son Krusling, Dave MacLean and John 
Sanborn. Jeff recognized past president 

Dave MacLean for his service. The 

only item on the Treasurer’s report was 

receipt of 2026 dues for one person. 



Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area, Inc. 

 

               Mineral Mite June 2026   Page 3 

Previous Meeting Minutes continued 

Members discussed options for MNCA to sponsor a 

page for $140 on the MinDat.org website. The page for 

Sugar Grove Basalt in Pendleton County, West Vir-
ginia was the preferred location. Further action was de-

ferred to the June meeting when more members might 

be present. The next meeting will be at Kings Park on 

June 29th at 3:30 PM. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:20 PM. John Sanborn then 

gave a presentation on “Minerals and Mountains: Kan-

sas to Virginia.” 

Mindat ï Sugar Grove Basalt, West Virginia. This 

page is currently not sponsored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dues are Due. Despite the uncertainties associated 
with MNCA’s transition to a new Treasurer, members 

are still requested to pay their 2026 dues of $15 for 

individuals or $20 for families. Send your check to 

Bob Cooke 7407 Silver Pine Drive, Springfield, Vir-
ginia 22153. Alternatively, fees may be submitted in 

person at an MNCA meeting. Thank you. 

Editor’s Note: There will be no newsletter for July 

and August. Sincerely, Kathy  

Kearns, Lance E. (1993) The Minerals of Sugar 

Grove, West Virginia. Rocks & Minerals, 68 (3) 158-

167     Mindat.org screenshot   

 Photo Below: Whereôs our retired geologist friend 
Tom Tucker? Sugar Grove Basalt, Pendleton 

County, West Virginia, USA.                          

Mindat.org screenshots by Kathy Hrechka 
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Previous Program Reviewed 5.19.2026 
By John Sanborn, presenter 

Minerals and Mountains – Kansas to 

Virginia: A 14-day geological and 
mineralogical road trip October 2025. 

 

There are many mountains, minerals, 
and museums between Kansas and 

Virginia. This is a presentation regarding some of 

those places. We began the trip in Alexandria, Virginia 
near Washington DC driving to Pittsburgh 

Pennsylvania. We visited the Carnegie Mellon 

museum of minerals. 

 

 
Carnegie Museum - Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 
 

Next, we visited the Ohio State Orton Museum of 

Minerals.  

 

 
Ohio State Orton Museum of Minerals.  

Continuing West, we stopped in Illinois at the 
confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi rivers 

where the Lewis and Clark expedition began, (or 

continued). The museum there had a display of 

minerals that were collected by the Lewis and Clark 
expedition at the instruction of President Jefferson. 

 

  
Lewis and Clark Expedition center, Illinois-near St. 

Louis Missouri. 
 

In Kansas City we visited the University of Missouri 

Kansas City (UMKC) museum of minerals.  
 

 
Mineral gallery, University of Missouri Kansas City 

(UMKC) 
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Minerals and Mountains continued 
 

 
Galena, Tri-State Mining District - Mineral gallery, 

University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) 

 

 
Galena, Tri-State Mining District - Mineral gallery, 

University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) 

 

 
Hematite, Tri-State Mining District - Mineral gallery, 

University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) 

 

 
Native antimony Sb, Tri-State Mining District - 

Mineral gallery, University of Missouri Kansas City 
(UMKC) 

 

 
Brecciated Hornfels, Microlite Mine, Silver City, 

Kansas (UMKC) 

 
Next was Douglas County, Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 

and Baldwin City, Kansas, my homeland, (rough 

elevation there is 900’). We investigated the geology 
and the 400-foot contour changes. The highest point in 

Kansas is Mount Sunflower ~4000’ elevation. The 

lowest point is roughly 600’ in the Southeast.  
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Minerals and Mountains continued 

In this area we visited the Tri-state Mining District of 

Kansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri.  Galena, Kansas, 

and the Joplin – Carthage, Missouri area led the world 

production of lead and zinc for many years. One 
highlight of this area was exploring the Big Brutus 

dragline mining shovel museum.  This dragline was 

used to strip overburden to access coal that was used 
for steam power as well as smelting the lead and zinc. 

MNCA member Michael Pabst previously worked for 

the Bucyrus-Erie company that produced this type of 
dragline. 

 

 
Baldwin City, Kansas area Rock Quarry 

 

 
Big Brutus dragline mining shovel - Galena, Kansas 

Joplin, Missouri 

 
Coal that was used for steam power as well as smelting 
the lead and zinc. Museum display 

 

A visit to the Grand Falls in Missouri displayed some 

of the geological makeup of the bedrock. We saw lots 
of Mozarkite, the state rock of Missouri. It is also 

known as flint and chert.  Various examples of 

Mozarkite and other minerals were found in the lake 
of the Ozarks area.  

 

 
Driving through the Ozarks. 
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Minerals and Mountains continued 

 

 
Grand Falls, Missouri waterfalls & bedrock 

 

 
Mozarkite, Missouri Ozarks Mineral gallery, 

University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) 

Designated state rock in 1967, a banded variety of 
chert (flint). 

 
Chert, Mineral gallery, University of Missouri Kansas 
City (UMKC) 

 

 
Grand Falls, Missouri bedrock 

 

                                                    Continued next page. 
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Minerals and Mountains continued 

 

 
Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri area 

 

 

 
Ozark Mountains, Missouri 

 

We continued through Arkansas, Tennessee, and 
North Carolina visiting the Emerald Village museum 

before returning home across the Blue Ridge 

Mountains of Virginia. 
 

Granite Quarry at Mount Airy, North Carolina 
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Minerals and Mountains continued 

 

 
Emerald Village, Little Switzerland, North Carolina 

 

 
Rock formation at Emerald Village, Little Switzerland, 
North Carolina 

 

 
Emerald Village, Little Switzerland, North Carolina 

 

 
John Sanborn at Emerald Village, North Carolina 

Photos by John Sanborn 

 
The End, until our next geology journey. 
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Euchroite                
By Michael Pabst PhD  
 

Euchroite is a green copper arsenate 

Cu2(AsO4)(OH)·3H2O. Euchroite 

was named in 1823 by August 
Breithaupt from the Greek ευχροια 

for "beautiful color." Euchroite was first found near the 

mining village of Ľubietová in central Slovakia in the 
Carpathian Mountains. Ľubietová is one of the most 

important historical deposits of copper in Europe. 

Copper was mined there from the Bronze Age. Mining 

ended in 1863. Ľubietová is Libethen in German, so 
Ľubietová is the type locality for both Euchroite and 

Libethenite, which is a copper phosphate 

Cu2(PO4)(OH). Ľubietová is also the type locality for 
Mrázekite, a bismuth copper phosphate 

Bi2Cu3(PO4)2O2(OH)2·H2O. Euchroite has Mohs 

hardness 3½-4. Euchroite is metastable compared to 
related copper arsenates. For example, Euchroite may 

be pseudomorphed by Olivenite Cu2(AsO4)(OH). 

There are links to photos of Euchroite from Ľubietová 

at the end of this article. 
 

 
ōubietov§, a former copper mining town in Slovakia. 

 

My collection contains two specimens of Euchroite, 

both are from the Copper Cliff Mine (aka Cramer 
Creek), Missoula County, Montana. Specimen #80, a 

hand size rock forming a nest for small Euchroite 

crystals, and a smaller specimen #365, with micro 
crystals of Euchroite. This mine has been out of 

production since 1955. The area has been reclaimed by 

the BLM, the EPA and the Nature Conservancy. 

Reference with photos: 
https://deq.mt.gov/files//Water/WQPB/Nonpoint/Suc

essStorys/mt_cramer_creek_1888_508.pdf. 

Euchroite is orthorhombic 2 2 2 – Disphenoidal. This 
form might be hard to visualize, because it contains no 

mirror planes, and three 2-fold axes of symmetry. So 

below are some drawings. Of course, many crystals in 

real life do not obviously display this low symmetry 
and might appear more symmetrical. I could not find a 

drawing of Euchroite itself, but I found drawings for 

three related minerals with the same crystal form. 
 

Orthorhombic 2 2 2 forms 

 

 
Austinite CaZn(AsO4)(OH) 
 

 
Conichalcite CaCu(AsO4)(OH) 

                                                     Continued next page. 

https://deq.mt.gov/files/Water/WQPB/Nonpoint/SucessStorys/mt_cramer_creek_1888_508.pdf
https://deq.mt.gov/files/Water/WQPB/Nonpoint/SucessStorys/mt_cramer_creek_1888_508.pdf
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Euchroite continued 

 

 
Tangeite CaCuVO4(OH) 

 
Try to observe these crystal forms in my Euchroite 

samples below. We will start with an overall photo of 

my larger specimen containing a nest of crystals and 

then zoom in on the crystals. 
 

 
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), 

Missoula County, Montana. FOV 90 mm. 

Specimen (#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using 

macro lens, stacking 13 images. 

 
 

 

Zooming into the “nest”:  
 

 
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), 
Missoula County, Montana. FOV 30 mm. Specimen 

(#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using macro lens, 

stacking 47 images. 
 

Zooming in on small groups of crystals:  

 

Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), 
Missoula County, Montana. FOV 3 mm. Specimen 

(#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo 

microscope, stacking 17 images. 
 

 
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), 

Missoula County, Montana. FOV 3 mm. Specimen 
(#80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo 

microscope, stacking 17 images. 
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Euchroite continued 

 

 
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), 

Missoula County, Montana. FOV 4 mm. Specimen 

#(80) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo 

microscope, stacking 16 images. 
 

Moving to my other specimen of Euchroite (365), but 

from the same Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek) 
locality, we see smaller, more blade-like crystals. 

 

 
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), 

Missoula County, Montana. FOV 1 mm. Specimen 
(#365) and photo by Michael Pabst, using Mitutoyo 

lens and photo rail, stacking 30 images. 

 

 
Euchroite. Copper Cliff Mine (Cramer Creek), 

Missoula County, Montana. FOV 2 mm. Specimen 

(#365) and photo by Michael Pabst, using stereo 
microscope, stacking 24 images. 

 

For better photographs of Euchroite, I have selected 
some aesthetic photos from Mindat.org: 

 

From Montana, photographed by Michael Kline: 

https://www.mindat.org/photo-395802.html. 
 

From Austria, photographed by Alois Lechner:  

https://www.mindat.org/photo-143605.html. 
 

From Slovakia, photographed by Bohuslav Bures:  

https://www.mindat.org/photo-842132.html. 
 

From Slovakia, photographed by Elmar Lackner: 

https://www.mindat.org/photo-642354.html. 

 
From Slovakia, photographed by Gianfranco 

Ciccolini:  

https://www.mindat.org/photo-685652.html. 
 

I am considering Tyrolite, another beautiful copper 

arsenate, for the next issue in the Fall. 

https://www.mindat.org/photo-395802.html
https://www.mindat.org/photo-143605.html
https://www.mindat.org/photo-842132.html
https://www.mindat.org/photo-642354.html
https://www.mindat.org/photo-685652.html
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Aurora Borealis 32,000’ MSP 

By Kathy Hrechka, Editor & Webmaster 

 

Aurora borealis, commonly known as the Northern 
Lights, are a spectacular natural light display caused 

by charged particles from the Sun interacting with 

Earth's magnetic field and atmosphere. The NOAA 
Space Weather Prediction Center reported that the 

Northern Lights would be visible in the Northern 

hemisphere on May 15-16.  

 
On May 15, I had an evening flight from Charlotte to 

Minneapolis. Prior to departure I asked our captain to 

alert us if we would be able to view the aurora borealis 
at altitude.  At 10:30pm (45 minutes before landing) I 

was awakened by the flight attendant. She gave me a 

message from the captain, that the aurora borealis was 
occurring. At 32,000 feet, the sky was clear with 

brightly lit stars. We were flying in a western direction, 

so my window view faced the Northern sky. I was 

grateful the flight attendant woke me up, for my view 
through the window was stunning.   

 

I was mesmerized by glowing yellow and green auras 
spanning for miles across the horizon below. 

Ascending rays of white, green and yellow vertical 

lights were dancing against the black sky. Then our 
captain announced to us that we could get a nice view 

from the right side of the aircraft, so passengers were 

shifting seats for an entertaining view.  

 

 
Aurora Borealis 32,000ô altitude with sparkling stars.  

I pressed my Samsung 23 cell phone up against my 
window and began taking photos. To my amazement, 

my cell phone picked up hues of purple with dancing 

yellow and glowing green dynamic lights in the sky. 

My eyes did not detect purple. I learned that cameras 
have sensors that can detect a much wider range of 

wavelengths than the human eye, including the faint 

purple.  The purple hues in the northern lights come 
from nitrogen molecules in the atmosphere being 

excited by charged particles from the sun at very low 

altitudes. I hope you enjoy my photos of the Aurora 
borealis from my late-night flight into Minneapolis. 

 

 
Aurora Borealis 32,000ô altitude with sparkling stars.  

 

 
Aurora Borealis 32,000ô altitude with sparkling stars.  
Photos by Kathy Hrechka, retired flight attendant & 

frequent flyer. 
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Colonel (Ret.) Quintin Wight, CD, MA 

Named Recipient of the Pinch Medal 
Adapted from The Conglomerate, Newsletter of the 

Baltimore Mineral Society May 2026, Editor Mike 

Seeds. Mindat & Amazon edits by Kathy Hrechka 

The Mineralogical Association of 

Canada (MAC) is pleased to 
announce that Quintin Wight has 

been named the recipient of the 

prestigious Pinch Medal for 
2026, recognizing his outstanding 

and sustained contributions to the 

advancement and appreciation of 

mineralogy. 

Wight’s lifelong dedication to mineral collecting, 

research, and education has made him one of the most 

respected figures in the international micromineral 
community. His 37-year career in the Royal Canadian 

Air Force took him to numerous locations around the 

world, providing opportunities to explore mineral 

localities and build what would become an extensive 

and highly regarded collection. 

Wight began writing about minerals in 1966 and has 

since authored more than 200 articles and reviews on 
mineral-related subjects. His work has helped broaden 

interest in microminerals—tiny mineral specimens 

best studied under magnification—and has contributed 
significantly to the documentation and understanding 

of these specimens. 

Quintinite sponsored by The New York Mineralogical 

Club, Mindat.org. Screenshot by Kathy Hrechka   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1973, Wight began working in mineral 
photomicrography, a specialized technique used to 

photograph microscopic mineral specimens. Through 

this work, he has helped reveal the remarkable beauty 

and scientific importance of minerals that are invisible 
to the naked eye. Over the years, he has delivered more 

than 205 presentations to mineralogical groups and 

conferences across North America and internationally, 
including in England, Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, 

Tanzania, and New Zealand. 

Wight’s influence in the field has been widely 
recognized. In 1990 he was inducted into the 

Micromounters’ Hall of Fame, and he now coordinates 

the organization on behalf of the Baltimore Mineral 

Society. From 2000 until the conclusion of the 
Rochester Mineralogical Symposium in 2019, he also 

organized and led an annual gathering of specialists in 

microscopic minerals, bringing together experts and 

enthusiasts to share knowledge and research. 

In 1993, Wight authored The Complete Book of 

Micromounting, a landmark reference work that 
remains one of the most comprehensive guides to 

collecting, preparing, and studying micromineral 

specimens. In recognition of his contributions to 

mineralogy, the mineral quintinite was named in his 

honor in 1992. 

The Pinch Medal, awarded by the Mineralogical 

Association of Canada, honors individuals who have 
made exceptional contributions to mineralogy through 

collecting, research, and the promotion of mineral 

science. Wight’s decades of scholarship, mentorship, 

and advocacy have had a lasting impact on the 
mineralogical community worldwide. 
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The Complete Book of Micromounting by Quintin 
Wight: “The beauty of the mineral kingdom is most 

exquisitely demonstrated in the smallest specimens, 

those requiring optical magnification to be best 
appreciated. Collecting these microcrystals and 

mounting them for easy handling and storage is a 

fascinating and satisfying hobby combining the keen 
observational powers of the scientist, with the fine eye 

and delicate craftsmanship of the artist.  

 

In this book Quintin Wight, a widely known and 
respected micromounter, author, lecturer, and member 

of the Micromounter’s Hall of Fame, brings together 

the many diverse facets of mineral collecting at the 
microscopic level.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Chapters cover the history of micromineral studies and 
collecting from the 17th century to the present; trading 

and field collecting methods; specimen preparation, 

identification, mounting and conservation techniques; 

microscopes; micromineral photography; micro-
mounting symposia worldwide; The Micromounter’s 

Hall of Fame; and a wide range of tools and equipment 

useful to the micromounter. Also included is a color 
album of 165 beautiful micromineral photographs 

taken by some of the world’s most talented and skilled 

specialists. These portraits amply demonstrate the 
unique allure of Nature’s tiny mineral masterpieces.  

 

This book was in preparation for over 20 years by the 

leaders in the field. Work on it was begun by Neal 
Yedlin (1908-1977) around 1972 and was continued 

by Paul Desautels (1920-1991) following Yedlin’s 

death. After Desautels’ death it was continued and 
finally brought to completion by the current author, 

and the album of micromineral photography was 

assembled for it by the Mineralogical Record. We can 
truly say that it is the “bible” of its field and will most 

likely never be surpassed.”  

 

Amazon.com where Quintinôs book is sold. 
 

About Quintinite Mindat.org.                             

Screenshot by Kathy Hrechka   
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Australian Micromount Club on Zoho 

Micromount Club Zoho Host: Steve 

Sorrell resides in Melbourne, Australia 

and hosts various geology persons of 
interest at his micromount meeting 

each month on (new) Zoho. 

UPDATE from Steve: I have moved off the Zoom 

platform and on to Zoho. The new platform is similar 
to, but I think, simpler than Zoom. Attendees do not 

have to create a Zoho account, nor download software 

if they don’t want to, you can simply join in any web 
browser. Although I personally think that their (Win-

dows) app is really good. There is also an iOS and an 

Android app available. You can sign up for Steve’s 

programs, while enjoying friendly faces within our ge-

ology community around the globe.  

https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoom-

sessions/ 

UPDATED: Micromount Club Zoho Sessions – 

Crocoite.com 

Steve: 31Pendleton <31pendleton@gmail.com> 

Note: EST 2pm on Tuesday (check time) Micromount 

Club Meeting 2026-Jun. Wednesday 17th June at 
6am. Tentative. “Uranium Minerals in the North-

ern Territory” presented by Peter Hall. 

Micromount Club Meeting 2026-Jul. Wednesday 

15th July at 6am. Topic to be advised. 

Micromount Club Meeting 2026-Aug. Wednesday 

19th August at 6am. Topic to be advised. 

Micromount Club Meeting 2026-Sep. Wednesday 

16th September at 6am. Topic to be advised. 

No Micromount Club Meeting in October. 

Micromount Club Meeting 2026-Nov. Wednesday 

18th November at 6am. Tentative. “Tolbachik” pre-

sented by Inna Lykova. 

Micromount Club Meeting 2026-Dec. Wednesday 

16th December at 6am. Topic to be advised. 

Notice by Mike Seeds, DMS Chair:                                  

The date has changed to Oct 9-11, 2026 

 

Definition of Micromineralogy 
Microsoft Copilot search: 

 

Micromineralogy is the branch of mineralogy that 

studies the physical and chemical properties of min-

erals on a microscopic scale, typically using a micro-

scope to examine their optical, chemical, or structural 

characteristics RedKiwi+1. 

Core Meaning 

¶ Etymology: From micro- (small) + mineral-

ogy (the study of minerals) Wiktionary+1. 

¶ Scope: Focuses on analyzing minerals at a 
very small scale, often in thin sections of 

rocks, to understand their composition, struc-

ture, and relationships Wordnik. 

¶ Purpose: To reveal details about mineral for-
mation, alteration, and the geological history 

of rocks RedKiwi. 

https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoom-sessions/
https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoom-sessions/
https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoho-sessions/
https://crocoite.com/the-micromount-club-zoho-sessions/
https://redkiwiapp.com/en/english-guide/words/micromineralogy
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/micromineralogy
https://www.wordnik.com/words/micromineralogy
https://redkiwiapp.com/en/english-guide/words/micromineralogy
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American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies 

 
(AFMS)  
 www.amfed.org 

 

Please read the AFMS bulletin attached in 

original monthly email to MNCA members. 
 

2026 Purpose of the AFMS:   To promote popular 

interest and education in the various Earth Sciences, 

and in particular the subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, 
Paleontology, Lapidary, and related subjects, and to 

sponsor and provide ways to coordinate the work and 

efforts of all interested persons and groups; to sponsor 
and encourage the formation and international 

development of Societies and Regional Federations 

and thereby to strive toward greater international good 

will and fellowship. 
 

 

 
Celebrating over 50 years! 

The Rock & Gem magazine is recognized as the 

official magazine of the AFMS. 

Free archived downloads 

 

 Rock & Gem Magazine Archive : Free 

Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet 

Archive 

 

 

 
 

 

Eastern Federation of 

Mineralogical and Lapidary 

Societies 

 

(EFMLS)                                   
https://efmls.org 

 

Communication and Involvement  
Are the Keys to Our Success!  

  

Please read the EFMLS bulletin attached in  

original monthly email to MNCA members. 
 

June 2026 Geology Club Meetings   
 

1: Northern Virginia Mineral Club - NVMC 

6:30pm Dunn Loring VFD 2148 Gallows Rd. Dunn 

Loring, VA, 22027 
www.novamineralclub.org    
 

3: Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia 

MSDC Meeting 7:30pm on Zoom 

www.mineralogicalsocietyofdc.org    
 

8: The Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of 

Montgomery County, Maryland – GLMSMC 

Meeting 7:30 pm   www.glmsmc.com 

 
17: Baltimore Mineral Society BMS meeting  
www.baltimoremineralsociety.org 
 
26: The Gem, Lapidary and Mineral Society of 

Washington, DC – GLMS-DC meeting 7 p.m. 

Chevy Chase Community Center, 5601 Connecticut 

Ave; Washington, DC. www.glmsdc.org  

 
29: Micromineralogists of the National Capital 

Area, Inc. MNCA. 3:30-5:30pm Kings Park Library, 

Burke VA  

 www.dcmicrominerals.org 
 

Baltimore Micromount Symposium  

 
October 9-11, 2026 

70th Annual Paul Desautels Memorial Micro-

mount Symposium at the Natural History So-

ciety of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland 

 

https://www.americangeosciences.org/aboutAmerican%20Federation%20of%20M
https://www.americangeosciences.org/aboutAmerican%20Federation%20of%20M
http://www.amfed.org/
https://archive.org/details/rock-gem/2003%20-%2009
https://archive.org/details/rock-gem/2003%20-%2009
https://archive.org/details/rock-gem/2003%20-%2009
https://efmls.org/
http://www.novamineralclub.org/
http://www.mineralogicalsocietyofdc.org/
http://www.glmsmc.com/
http://www.baltimoremineralsociety.org/
http://www.glmsdc.org/
http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/
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Geology in the News:  

11,000 Carats Ruby, discovered in the 

Mogok Gem Tract Mandalay Region, 

Myanmar May 8, 2026, Local News 

 

 

8_May_26_gnlm.pdf https://share.google/YMli-

HohxoNo1n8r8b 

www. gnlm.com.mm 

Submission by Kathy Hrechka 

 

 

Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area 

www.dcmicrominerals.org 

We are meeting at Kings Park Library in Burke, VA   

3-5:30pm (forth Monday to Wednesday) 

MNCA Purpose: To promote, educate and encour-
age interest in geology, mineralogy, and related sci-

ences.                                                                        

President: David Fryauff                                     
Vice President: Jeff Guerber                                 

Secretary: David Hennessey                                                  

Treasurer: Robert Cooke                                            
Editor/Historian: Kathy Hrechka                       

Website: Kathy Hrechka                                      

AMC Conference: open   

The society is a member of:  

* Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and  

Lapidary Societies (EFMLS) www.efmls.org  

*American Federation of Mineralogical Societies  
(AFMS) www.amfed.org affiliation  
 

Dues 2026: MNCA Membership                          

$15 (single) or $20 (family)                               

Mail to: Robert Cooke, Treasurer                                         

7407 Silver Pine Drive, Springfield, VA 22153 

 
Editor's Note: By Kathy Hrechka 

Send your articles and photos to your editor. 

Club Article Deadline is the 1st of each month. 
The Mineral Mite will be emailed by the 5th. 

No newsletter July/August 

 

Inducted into Editor’s Hall of Fame – 2018 

EFMLS Trophy 2021 Small bulletins 
 

Newsletter inputs:  
 

*  David Fryauff 

*  Jeff Guerber 

*  Michael Pabst 

* Kathy Hrechka                                     

* Peter Chin 

     * Robert Cooke 

     * Mike Seeds 

     * John Sanborn 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshare.google%2FYMliHohxoNo1n8r8b&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8f76b456f9c24886638b08deb13d04af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639143072781517367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bEGLFsNQ0X0jdKFynykv8yr6bZP5s9Gn3VGy6YyJxaY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshare.google%2FYMliHohxoNo1n8r8b&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8f76b456f9c24886638b08deb13d04af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639143072781517367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bEGLFsNQ0X0jdKFynykv8yr6bZP5s9Gn3VGy6YyJxaY%3D&reserved=0
http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/

