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Zoom Meeting   March 24   Time: 7:30 p.m. 

 
Program: Another Way to Collect 

Minerals ï Postage Stamps                  
by Fred Haynes, Editor, Wayne County 

Gem and Mineral Club of  New York 

Did you know that there is an international 

organization of folks who collect gems and minerals 

on postage stamps?   They call themselves the Gems, 
Minerals and Jewelry Study Unit (GMJSU) and they 

are one of 52 active affiliate organizations of the 

American Topical Association (ATA), a philatelic 
organization with almost 3000 thematic stamp 

collectors worldwide.  The GMJSU publishes a 

quarterly newsletter called Philagems International 
and maintains an Excel spreadsheet listing all stamps 

depicting minerals, gems, and mining.  At last count 

there are over 2700 individual listings although many 

reflect sets of stamps, so the list of actual stamps is 
larger.  Of those listings, over 1500 are identified as 

strictly mineral stamps and over 400 as gem stamps. 

Over 90 countries are represented on the list. 

Photo of the Month: 

 

Red Cloud wulfenite stamp of September 17, 1992 

designed by Leonard Buckley, Smithsonian mineral 

Presidentôs Message:  

by Dave MacLean 

We will miss Ti Meredith VP of 
the Northern Virginia Mineral club 

NVMC, who died in February 

2021.  Let us offer our thoughts and 

prayers. 

In current times of Covid-19, the 2021 Atlantic 

Micromounters' Conference goes online.  We will 
hear about formation of the whole periodic table of 

elements in the stars and related minerals from Mike 

Seeds. Quintin Wight will present the Scientific 

Value of Micromounting. In between the online talks, 
our own Michael Pabst will conduct the auction of 

attractive microminerals.  All this is on Saturday 10 

April by Zoom in the comfort of home.  We will see 
each other again. Hopefully, we can meet in the fall 

at the BMS and can conference together in 2022. 

     

Atlantic Micromountersô Conference 

Saturday April 10, 2021 1-4pm Zoom 
by Kathy Hrechka, Conference Chair 

 

We have decided to remain with caution and 
broadcast our conference via Zoom for free.  

 

Speakers include: 
*  Quintin Wight, Canada  

*  Mike Seeds, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

*  Micromineral auction will be moderated by                                                     
Michael Pabst, Penn Laird, Virginia 

* Mark Kucera, New York host on Zoom  

Details are on listed on page 5 & our club website. 

No registration fees.  

http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/
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Another Way to Collect Minerals ï 

Postage Stamps by Fred Haynes, NY              
 

Biography:  Fred Haynes is a retired geologist living 
in Rochester, NY.  After earning his Ph.D. at the 

University of Michigan Fred spent his career as a 

petroleum geologist/petrophysicist for ExxonMobil 
living in places like Stavanger, Norway, St. John's, 

Newfoundland, and Midland, Texas.   Although he 

retired about a decade ago, Fred continues to 
"practice" geology in one way or another just about 

every day.  He is a field collector of rocks, minerals, 

fossils, and most recently, sand, and he edits the 

monthly newsletter for Wayne County Gem and 
Mineral Club.  He also collects postage stamps and at 

our March meeting he will share with us some of the 

minerals that the countries of the world have placed 
on postage stamps.  There might even be a 

micromount or two involved.   

 

It is the middle of February in upstate New York and 
the weather outside is not particularly conducive to 

mineral and fossil digs.  Yes, I can plan, and I 

am.  Yes, I can clean and organize last yearôs bounty, 
and I try to make time for that, but even the rocks in 

the garden remain covered and out of reach.  BUT 

there is another way to collect minerals in the winter 
and I keep busy doing just that when the spirit 

moves.  They can be collected on postage stamps. 

 

 
First Day cover from the 1974 Mineral Heritage Set. 

The first day ceremony was held at the 1974 National 

Gem and Mineral Show in Lincoln, Nebraska. The 
United States has issued two sets of mineral 

stamps.  In 1973, four 10 cent denomination diamond 

shaped stamps were issued depicting mineral speci-
mens from the Smithsonian Museum of Natural His-

tory. 

The tourmaline specimen is from the Tourmaline 
Queen Mine in San Diego County, California and 

since the stamp was issued the specimen has been af-

fectionately dubbed ñPostage Stamp Tourmaline.ò 

 

The Postage Stamp Tourmaline (upper left) and the 

stamp depicting the famous specimen. The designer 

benefitted from a pen and ink drawing (upper right) 

by Wendell Wilson, editor of Mineralogical Record. 

Nineteen years later and with a postal rate that had 

almost tripled, a second set of four stamps was is-
sued.  One of these, the Red Cloud wulfenite stamp, 

may be my favorite mineral stamp of all.  I have col-

lected at the Red Cloud Mine, without much success, 
and believe the thick brilliantly red wulfenite from 

that mine is simply exquisite 

.

The Red Cloud wulfenite stamp of Sept.17, 1992 was 

designed by Leonard Buckley from the specimen that 
remains on display at the Baird Auditorium of the 

Smithsonian.                               Continued next page 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcgmc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7824d6ac906c41350b1208d8d9352eaf%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637498169718216472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hhV7C%2FtF%2F14JRUJjYpGBFhz7RUO8E9dNk%2FNmeHnwQkQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcgmc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7824d6ac906c41350b1208d8d9352eaf%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637498169718216472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hhV7C%2FtF%2F14JRUJjYpGBFhz7RUO8E9dNk%2FNmeHnwQkQ%3D&reserved=0
http://fredmhaynes.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/mineral-stamps-3.jpg
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Mineral postage Stamps continued 

I would like to have that specimen in my collection, 
but I have settled for having the stamp and several 

versions of First Day covers.  The other stamps in this 

set reflect equally famous mineral locations.  See if 

you can pick them out in the collage at the base of this 
note? By expanding your collecting worldwide, the 

variety and beauty of the stamps is amazing.  Some 

come in large sets of many denominations and even 
sizes, others come as single stamps.  Some commem-

orate minerals from the country issuing the stamps, 

others simply depict beautiful minerals or gems.  At 

this point I think I will just let some pictures do the 
talking.

 

Are you short on space?  Are your flats of dirty minerals 

from last year stacked in the corner of the basement or the 
garage?  Not sure where you will put your finds from next 

summer?  Did you make a mess in the sink cleaning min-

erals?  Well, a good collection of minerals on stamps sits 

in a 2-3ò space on a bookcase and generally requires no 

cleaning.  I just had to move mine from a 2ò loose-leaf 

binder to a 3ò binder and now I have room for many more 

acquisitions.  It was not a messy job.  I did not need soap 

and water and chemicals and none of them broke when I 

tried to move them. 

Another great thing about stamps:  with a few notable ex-

ceptions most stamps depicting minerals are much more af-

fordable than the minerals themselves.  Whether you col-
lect them mint (with gum and unused) or after circulation 

and therefore cancelled, or whether you collect just the 

stamps themselves or prefer First Day Cover envelopes like 

the American Heritage envelope depicted above, most can 

be purchased for a few dollars and many for much less than 

that.  It is not hard to get started, but be careful, much like 

the real thing, it can be quite addictive. 

Previous Meeting Minutes: 2/24/21 
by Bob Cooke, Secretary 
 

Since no business meeting was held, 

there are no minutes to report. 

 

Previous Program Review: 

2/24/21 

Program: Minerals of Sardinia 

from the Lundgren Collection by 

Beth Heesacker, of Forest Grove, 
Oregon President of the Northwest 

Federation of the Mineralogical 

Societies and President of the Pacific 

Northwest Micro Mineral Study Group. 

Beth presented some of her microminerals from the 

7,800+ worldwide micros of the Lundgren collect-
ion, which included their handwritten catalogue. She 

has over 17,000 specimens in her computer-based 

catalog. Beth loves to make a home for orphan/estate 

collections. Besides microminerals, she included 
local photos of Sardinia, including her son and family 

who reside there. Program viewers appreciated her 

photography endeavors, including using a gaming 

laptop for speed in processing stacked photos.  
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Atlantic Micromountersô Conference 

Saturday April 10, 2021    1-4pm Zoom 
by Kathy Hrechka, Conference Chair 

Details www.dcmicrominerals.org  
 

Speakers:  

*Quintin Wight, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

*M ike Seeds, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

*Microminera l auction by Michael Pabst                

 

The Scientific Value of Micromounting 
by Colonel (Ret.) Quintin Wight, CD, MA Canada 

For a long time micromounters 

have felt rather scorned by the 
collectors of large, showy pieces 

who spend thousands on their 

collections. Museum curators also 

tend to dislike micromounts 
because they are difficult to 

display. This talk demonstrates that micromounters 

have every reason to be proud of their 
accomplishments and introduces some of the people 

and institutions that are keeping the science of 

mineralogy alive and up to date through 
micromounting. In the last few years, micromounters 

have discovered more than 270 new mineral species. 

How many have the cabinet collectors found? 

 
Biography: Quintinôs thirty-seven-year career in the 

RCAF/CF took him, a graduate of Queen's, Carleton, 

and Concordia Universities, to many localities in 
which he could find mineral specimens to add to a 

growing collection. He began writing about minerals 

in 1966 and has since published a book The Complete 
Book of Micromounting, which was published in 

1993. He has also written over 185 articles and 

reviews on mineral-related subjects. He began to 

specialize in mineral photomicrography in 1973 and 
has given more than 180 presentations to groups 

across North America, and in England, Belgium, 

Italy, Switzerland, Tanzania, and New Zealand. 
Inducted to the Micromountersô Hall of Fame in 

1990, he now coordinates that organization in 

Baltimore, Maryland, and heads an annual gathering 

of specialists in microscopic minerals in Rochester, 
New York. The mineral quintinite was named in his 

honor in 1992. 

 

The Universe in a Micro Box 
by Mike Seeds PhD, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
 

Hydrogen and helium atoms were 

made in the big bang, but where 

did all the heavier elements come 
from? They were cooked up in 

stars and, in some cases, blasted 

into existence in cataclysmic 
explosions called supernovae. 

Mike Seeds combines his experience as an 

astronomer with his love of minerals to trace the 

different ways stars have made the atoms in our 
minerals and in our bodies. The iron in our blood and 

in our pyrite crystals exists because dead stars called 

white dwarfs explode in supernovae and blast newly 
formed atoms into space. Mike's talk is illustrated 

with photos of exploding stars and beautiful 

minerals.  
 

Biography: Mike Seeds is Emeritus Professor of 

Astronomy at Franklin & Marshall College, in 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He has enjoyed minerals 
since childhood, and his wife and daughter joined him 

in the family hobby of geology and minerals. They 

often attended mineral shows, and Mike most enjoyed 
the micromounters showing off tiny minerals under 

their 'scopes. He bought his first microscope in 1999 

and has been making micromounts ever since. He is 
past president of the Baltimore Mineral Society, 

Chair of the Desautels Micromount Symposium. and 

has been editor of the club newsletter for over 10 

years. He has written over 100 articles about RV d 
was inducted into the Micromounters Hall of Fame in 

2020.  

 

Micromineral Auction : Michael Pabst of Penn 

Laird, Virginia will conduct the micromineral auction in 

between speakers.   Serpierite will be featured from one of 

the fathers of micromounting, Neal Yedlin.  
Serpierite from Lavrion, 

Greece. FOV 7 mm. Photo by 

Michael Pabst, using macro 

lens + Raynox lens, stacking 

23 images.  

Chemistry: 

Ca(Cu,Zn)4(SO4)2(OH)6·3H2O.  

Crystallography: Monoclinic 

2/m prismatic. 

 

http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/
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The Leidy Microscopical Society of PA 

Quintin  Wight - Feb 18 program recap 
by Kathy Hrechka, Editor  

 
Donald J. McAlarnen, The Leidy 

Microscopical Societyôs Treasurer 

invited MNCA members to their February 

18 meeting via Zoom featuring Quintin 

Wight in Canada. 

 

Quintin presented ñSmaller Localities across Eastern 
Canada.ò His presentation began with a scattering of 

quarries in the Siliurian Lockport dolomite of Niagara 

Falls, then proceeded east to a Precambrian outcrop 

with högbomite and corundum, on to Montreal and 
the Francon quarry, then the South Ham antimony 

mine, and east again to boron deposits in New 

Brunswick (volkovskite, penobsquisite, etc.ðnot a 
ñcollectingò locality), and finally a quick look at the 

zeolites on the Bay of Fundy. 
 

Biography: Col (Ret) Quintin Wight, CD MA , has 
been a mineral collector, micromounter and 

photomicrographer for more than 50 years. During 

that time, he has published more than 185 articles, on 

mineral subjects. He has also given more than 180 
presentations to mineral groups 

in venues around the world. He 

was inducted to the 
Micromounters' Hall of Fame in 

1990. His book, The Complete 

Book of Micromounting, was 
published in 1993, and the 

mineral quintinite was named in 

his honor in 1997. 

 
  

 

Quintinite  is a carbonate mineral with the chemical 

formula Mg 4 Al 2 (OH) 12 CO 3 ẗ3H 2 O. The 

mineral was named after 

Quintin Wight  of Ottawa, 

Ontario, Canada (b. 1935), 
who was a significant 

contributor to mineral studies 

at Mont Saint-Hilaire. 

 

 
 

 
 

 


