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Zoom Meeting March 24 Time: 7:30 p.m.

ProgrAannot her CMalyet b President 6s
Mi neiRbdst age by Dave MacLean

by Fr edE diayayreSounty We will miss Ti Meredith VPof
GemandMineral Clubof New York the Northern Virginia Mineral club
NVMC, who died in February [&

Did you know that there is an mterna_tlonal 2021. Let us offerourthoughts and W
organization of folks who collect gems and minerals prayers

on postage stampsThey call themselves the Gems,
Minerals and Jewe|ry Study Unit (GMJSU) and they In current times of Covid-19, the 2021 Atlantic

are one of 52 active affiliate organizations of the =~ Micromounters’ Conference goes onlin&/e will
American Topical Association (ATA), a philatelic hear about formatioof the whole periodic table of
organization with almost 3000 thematic stamp €lements in the stars and related minerals from Mike
collectors worldwide. The GMJSU publishes a  Seeds Quintin Wight will present theScientific
quarterly newsletter called Philagems International Value of Micromountingin between the online task
and maintains an Excel spreadsheet listing all stamps our own Michael Pabst will conduct the auction of
depicting mineraLsgemS’ and m|n|ngAt last count attractive micromingls. All this is on Saturday 10
there are over 2700 individual listings although many ~ April by Zoom in the comfort of homeWe will see
reflect sets ostampsso the list of actual stamps is ~ €ach other agairHopefully, we canmeetin thefall
larger. Of those listings, over 1500 are identified as ~ attheBMS and can conference together in 2022.
strictly mineral stamps and over 400 as gem stamps.

Ove 90 countries are represented on the list.

Atl antic Mi Eanfereanceu nt er

Photo of the Month: Saturday April 10, 20211-4pm Zoom
by Kathy Hrechka, Conference Chair

We have decidetb remain with caution and
broadcast our confereng@ Zoomfor free.

Speakersnclude

* Quintin Wight Canada

* Mike Seeds, Lancaster, Pennsylvania

* Micromineral auctiorwill be moderatedy

THE ACTUAL SPECIMEN Michael Pabst, Penn Laird, Virginia

* Mark Kucera New Yorkhost on Zom
Detailsareon listedon page5 & our club website
No registrationfees

VYT T T T T T YT T T T T YT Y T TYTY

ALLAAALLLALAALLLDL DALDDDS

Red Cloudwulfenite stamp of Segmberl7, 1992
designed by Leonard Buckle$mithsoniarmineral

The Mineral Mite  March 2021 Pagel


http://www.dcmicrominerals.org/

Micromineralogists of the National Capital Area, Inc.

Another Way to Collect Minerals T
PostageStamps byFred Haynes, NY

Biography: Fred Haynes is a retired geologist living
in Rochester, NY.After earninghis Ph.D. at the
University of Michigan Fred spent his career as a
petroleum geologist/petrophysicist for ExxonMobil
living in places like Stavanger, Norway, St. John's,
Newfoundlam, and Midland, Texas.Althoughhe
retired about a decade ago, Fred continues to
"practice” geology in one way or another just about
every day.He is a field collector of rocks, minerals,
fossils, and most recently, sand, and he edits the
monthly newslderfor Wayne County Gem and
Mineral Club He also cdEects postage stamps and at
our March meeting he will share with us somehef
minerals that the countries of the world have placed
on postage stamps.There might even be a
micromount or two involved.

It is the middle of February in upstate New York and
the weather outside is not particularly conducive to
mineral and fossil ids. Yes, | can plan, and |
am.Yes, Il can clean and
and | try to make time for that, but even the rocks in
the garden remain covered and out of reaBT
there is another way to collect minerals in the winter
and | keep busy doing just that when the spirit
moves. They can be collected on postage stamps.

Scott # 1538-1541, June 13,1974

“'"; Mineral Heritage

SERIES

First Day cover from the 1974 Mineral Heritage Set.
The first day ceremony was held at the 1974 dxheti
Gem and Mineral Show in Lincoln, Nebraskéhe
United States has issued two sets of mineral
stamps.In 1973, four 10 cent denomination diamond
shaped stamps were issued depicting mineral speci-
mens from the Smithsonian Museum of Natuted-

tory.

The Mineral Mite

March 2021

The burmaline specimen is from the Tourmaline
Queen Mine in San Diego County, California and

since the stamp was issued the specimen has been af-
fectionatelyd u b bRrals thage St amp Tour

The Postage Stamfpurmaline (upper left) and the
stampdepicting the famous specimen. The designer

o r bgnefiitedyom a pen and inkyd@wing gupperyigh nt v |

by Wendell Wilsoneditor of Mineralogical Reord.

Nineteen years later and with a postal rate that had
almost tripled, a second set of four stamps was is-
sued. One of these, the Red Cloud wulfenite stamp,
may be my favorite mineral stamp of allhave col-
lected at the Red Cloud Mine, without much susges
and believe the thick brilliantly red wulfenifeom
thatmine is simply exquisite

T T T T Ty vy
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THE ACTUAL SPECIMEN

The Red Cloudvulfenite stamp of Sept.17, 1992 was
designed by Leonard Buckley from the specimen that
remains on display at the Baird Auditorium of the
Smithsonian. Continued next page
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Mineral postage Stamps continued Previous Meeting Minutes: 2/24/21
by Bob Cooke Secretary :

I would like to have that specimen in my collection,
but | have settled for having the stamp and several
versions of First Day coverd.he other stamps in this
set reflect equally famous mineral locatiorsee if ) )
you can pick them out in the collage at the ludghis Previous ProgramReview:
note?By expanding your collecting worldwide, the  2/24/21

variety and beauty of the stamps is amaziSgme
come in large sets of many denominations and even
sizes, others come as single starmrfpeme commem-
orate minerals from the country issuing thergta,
others simply depict beautiful minerals or gendd.

this point | think | will just let some pictures do the
talking.

Since  businessneetingwas hetl,
thereare nominutes to report.

Program: Minerals of Sardinia

from the Lundgren Collection by

Beth Heesackerpf Forest Grove,
Oregon President of the Northwes
Federation of the Mineralogical
Societies and President of the Pacif
Northwest Micro Mineral Study Group

LuANDA Beth presented some of her microminerals frtma
AN 7,800+ worldwide micros of the Lundgrecolled-
ion, which includedheir handwritten catalogu&he
has over 17,000 specimens imer computerbased
catalog Bethloves to make a home for orphan/estate
collections. Besides microminerals, she included
local photos of Sardinia, including her sand family
who residethere. Program lewers appreciatecher
photography endeavors, includinging a gaming
laptop for speed in processing stacked photos.

Are you short on spaceRre your flats of dirty minerals
from last year stacked in the corner of the basement or the
garage?Not sure where you will put your finds from next
summer?Did you make a mess in the sink cleaning min-
erals? Well, a good collection of minerals on stamps sits

Micro Minerals from
Sardinia, Italy

Beth Heesacker collection

ina230 space on a bookcase 4 Ex Allen and Barbara Lundgren collection 0
Cleanlng. I ] u S t h a d t 0 rﬂm%baf ml n Purchased from Michael Shannon in Tucson, 2020
binder to a 30 binder and n mor e

acquisitions. It was not a messy jobl. did not need soap
and water and chemicals and none of them broke when |
tried to move them.

Geology of Sardinia

Shifting of continental plates separated Corsica and

Another great thing about stampsith a few notableex- A S from

ceptions most stamps depicting minerals are much more af- : o
fordable than the minerals themselv&ghether you col- “ ; elcani ock

lect them mint (with gum and unused) or after circulation v bl roions of e erary ok, soporated by B

a broad depression filled with Tertiary deposits.

and therefore cancelled, or whether you collect just the
stamps themselves or preférst Day Cover envelopes like 3 e e
the American Heritage envelope depicted above, most can S iy
be purchased for a few dollars and many for much less than : ;j:;o"ésc‘c‘mlm"“’f l‘”’w

that. It is not hard to get started, but be careful, much like o — 197 century - ead, fon, copper, siver, zinc
the real thing, it can be quite addictive

as
led the whole
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Mullite

Funtanafigu Quarry,
Oristano Province,
Sardinia, Italy

BROCHANTITE

Montevecchio Mine, South
Sardinia Provence,
Sardinia, Italy

SMITHSONITE

San Benedetto Mine,
South Sardinia Province,
Sardinia, Italy

DOLOMITE

San Giovanni Mine,
South Sardinia Province,
Sardinia, Italy

The Mineral Mite

SPHALERITE

San Giovanni Mine,
South Sardinia Province,
Sardinia, Italy

EPISTILBITE

Osilo, Sassari Province,
Sardinia, Italy

MICROMOUNT COLLECTION OF ALLEN & BARIAKA LUNDGHEN
e Wedwnd Lo, New Bghie, Miascts 6113

57
k24

MICACMOUNT CGLLECTION O ALLEN & EARBARA LUNDGREN
T Retuasd e N Bighon Mavenst 5112

2

Lundgren’s 22 = Soudinis s
Catal -all

handwritten,

et

two three-inch

binders and one

one-inch binder

World-wide

Lived in

Allen has

passed, Barbara

| (in her 907s, is

still alive)

gold ineral.

‘Alabar Minerals
i B

My Setup:

Rail support from
Surplus Gizmos
Stack Shot Rail
Stages from Surplus Gizmos

Canon T6i with AC adapter
Canon 1-5x macro zoom lens

4 |kea Led lights
Vellum report covers from
Office Depot as light diffuser

Zerene Stacker
Photoshop Elements for color correction
| Capture and stack the photos:
R Gaming Laptop - ROG Zephyrus
\ Photoshop on desktop computer with 27-inch monitor

March 2021
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Atlantic Mi cr omount er so

Saturday April 10, 2021 1-4pm Zoom
by Kathy Hrechka, Conference Chair

Detailswww.dcmicrominerals.orqg

Speakers

*Quintin Wight, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
*M ike SeedsLancaster, Pennsylvania
*Micromineral auction by Michael Pabst

The Scientific Value of Micromounting
by Colonel (Ret.) Quintin Wight, CD, MAanada

For a long time micromounterg
have felt rather scorned by th
collectors of large, showy piece
who spend thousands on the
collections. Museum curators al
tend to dislike micromounts
because they are difficult tq
display. This talk demonstrates thatcmumounters
have every reason to be proud of their
accomplishments andtroduces some of the people
and institutions that are keeping the science of
mineralogy alive and up to date through
micromounting. In the last few years, micromounters
have discover more than 270 new mineral species.
How many have the cabinet collectors found?

Biography: Qu i n thirtyasévenyearcareelin the
RCAF/CF tookhim, a graduate of Queen's, Carleton,
and Concordia Universities, to many localities in
which he could find mineral specimens to add to a
growing collection. He began writing about minerals
in 1966 anchas since published a bodke Complete
Book of Micromouting, which was published in
1993 He has also writterover 185 articles and
reviews on mineratelated subjects. He began to
specialize in mineral photomicrography 1873 and
has given more than 180 presentations to groups
across North America, and in §and, Belgium,
Italy, Switzerland, Tanzania, and New Zealand.
I nducted to the
1990, he now coordinates that organization in
Baltimore, Maryland, and heads an annual gathering
of specialists in microscopic minerals in Rockest
New York. The minerafjuintinite was named in his
honor in 1992.
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ClheUnwearse im a Micro Box

by Mike Seed$”hD, Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Hydrogen and helium atoms we
made in the big bang, but whe
did all the heavier elements com
from? They were cooked up i
stars and, in some cases, blas
into existence in cataclysmi
explosions called supernova <=
Mike Seeds combines his experiences an
astronomer with his love of minerals to trabhe
different ways stars have made the atoms in our
minerals and in our bodies. The iron in our blood and
in our pyrite crystals exists because dead stars called
white dwarfs explode in supernovae and bleswvly
formed atoms into space. Mike's talk is illustrated
with photos of exploding stars and beautiful
minerals.

Biography: Mike Seeds is Emeritus Professor of
Astronomy at Franklin & Marshallollege, in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He has enjoyed migeral
since childhood, and his wife and daughter joined him
in the family hobby of geology and minerals. They
often attended mineral shows, and Mike most enjoyed
the micromounters showing off tiny minerals under
their 'scopes. He bought his first microscop& 999
and has been makimgicromounts ever since. He is
past president of the Baltimore Mineral Society,
Chair of the Desautels Micromount Symposium. and
has been editor of the club newsletter for over 10
years. He has written over 100 articles abReut d
was inducted into the Micromounters Hall of Fame in
2020.

Micromineral Auction : Michael Pabsbf Penn
Laird, Virginia will conductthe micromineral auction in
between speakersSerpierite will be featuredrom one of
the fathers of micromounting, Neal Yedlin.

Serpierite from Lavrion,
Greece. FOW mm. Photo by

23 images.

Chemistry:
Ca(Cu,Zn)(SQy)2(OH)s-3H20.
Crystallography: Monoclinic
2/m prismaic.
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The Leidy Microscopical Societyof PA Quintinite is a carbonate mineral with the chemical

Quintin Wight - Feb 18program recap formula Mg 4 Al 2 (OH) 12 CO 33H 2 O. The

. mineral was named aftef
by Kathy HrechkaEditor Quintin Wight of Ottawa,

Ontario, Canada (b. 1935}
who was a significant
contributor to mineral studieg

Donald J. McAlarnenThe Leidy
Microscopical  Society s Treasurer
invited MNCA members to their Februan
18 meeting via Zoom featuring Quintit
Wight in Canada.

at Mont SaintHilaire.

Quintinpresentedi Smal | er Local iti
Canada His presentatiofbeganwith a scattering of
quarries in the Siliurian Lockport dolomite of Niagara
Falls, then proceedl east to a Precambrian outcrop
with hégbomite and corundum, on to Montreal and
the Francon quarry, then the South Ham antimony
mine, and east again to bororpwdsits in New
Brunswick (volkovskite, penobsquisite, émot a
Afcoll ectingod locality), Niagara
zeolites on the Bay of Fundy. g KA

Parrshoro

' - ib.
A sweep from the sediments of Niagara through the intrusives
and metamorphics to the evaporites and basalts of the coast.

Biography: Col (Ret) Quintin Wight, CD MA , has
been a mineral collector, micromounter and
photomicrograher for more than 50 years. During
that time, he has published more than 185 articles, on
mineral subjects. He has also given more than 180 Dolomite on sphalerite,
presentations to mineral groups E;mirn%i"y’

in venues around the world. H s o

was inducted to the] Hiemestin
Micromounters' Hall of Famén :
1990. His book, The Complete
Book of Micromounting was
published in 1993, and the
mineral quintinite was named in
his honor in 1997.

Dolomite cluster is
4.5 mm in length.

But | found hogbomite! [(Mg,Fe?*,Zn),(Al,Ti,Fe3*);,049(OH)],
(It's actually magnesiohégbomite, and that’s one formula of four.)
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